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CONSERVATIVE DISABILITY GROUP-
COLLOQUIUM 24TH NOVEMBER
2011 in London

Maria Miller
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State

(Minister for Disabled People)

The Conservative Disability
Group, held a Disability Colloquium on the 4th November 2010 in collabora-
tion with the Aga Khan Social Welfare Board, who generously hosted the

event for us at the prestigious Ismaili Centre in South Kensington.

It was chaired by George Eustice MP (CDG Chairman). ClIr Robert Buckland
MP and ClIr Richard Barnes AM, Deputy Mayor of London also attended
amongst many key policy makers and activists from renowned national chari-

ties, focus and interest groups.

Although the Colloquium was entitled ‘Single Assessment’ due to the an-
nouncement made by the Government, serious issues were raised and dis-

cussed.

All representations made by the delegates were taken forward for considera-
tion by Maria Miller MP courtesy of our Chairman Mr George Eustice MP. The
Conservative Disability Group now looks forward to the forthcoming Colloqui-

um in November 2011 when Maria Miller MP herself will be joining us.

Views expressed are not necessarily those of the party
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Conservative Disability Groups

PHILOSOPHY

EMPOWERING SOCIETY
“Able and disabled people want to
play an active and productive role in

society and a future Conservative Gov-

ernment should encourage this”
Conservative Disability Groups

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Our policies should provide assistance
through facilitating access, independence,
choice and self-determination.

Disabled individuals should be encouraged
and supported to contribute towards, as
well as to become useful members of, soci-
ety.

This will enhance self esteem, promote
dignity, reduce crime and help build an
economically productive environment. In
turn, these outcomes will reduce health
and social care costs.

Perceptions, attitudes and awareness must
change. We must eliminate discrimina-
tion, wherever we find it, and help to se-
cure the inclusion and participation of dis-
abled people in every aspect of society.

The dignity of every individual must be main-
tained and protected

Parliamentary round-table discussion

group ‘Making the Work Programme

’
WO rk Hosted by George Eustice MP

All the charities represented are core contractors for the work programme,
and the discussion was started with a brief introduction from each repre-
sentative as to their organisation’s engagement with the programme. Pro-
fessor Manthorpe also gave an academic overview of the challenges faced.

Craig Lewis, Employment Services Director of Operations at Remploy said
he “fully supports the structure of the work programme” before going on
to detail how his organisation prides itself on “the personal way it deals
and commutes with disabled people”. Remploy are currently the largest
work choice for disabled people, and engage with the work programme
and work choice. Through projects like the Sainsbury’s ‘You Can’ initiative,
Remploy have proved that “employing disabled people is good for busi-
ness’”.

The group discussed the potential difficulties of the Work Capability As-
sessment (WCA) including measuring the distance to work, and the
providing specialist advice about the work of choice. It was agreed that
problems surrounding the fluctuating symptoms of mental health condi-
tions should be discussed when structuring the WCA. There was a consen-
sus throughout the group that there was a need to establish clear pathways
to work whilst also removing historic barriers.

Jane Ellison MP talked of the importance of supporting disabled employ-

ees and their employers once they have found a job and Caroline Dineage
MP emphasised the importance of promoting a positive mindset amongst
disabled people so that they are feel encouraged and willing to work.

Karim Sacoor who was present at the meeting states “The Conservative
Disability Group is looking forward to the next roundtable meeting where
we can table the concerns of some of our members”
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A specialist group within the party

Lord McColl - President

Jim Hattersley, William Hague MP - Vice President
George Euctice MP - Chairman

Michael Dunlop - Director

Karim Sacoor - Deputy Chairman

Sally Elliot - Deputy Chairman & membership
Diane Shawe - Communications Officer

David Tiptaft CBE - Treasurer

Wayne Henderson, Arif Hussain JP, Guy Tweedy, Clir. lan Potts, ClIr.
Elizabeth Kemp, ClIr. Peter Kemp, William Rogers and Michael Utting -
Executive Committee
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Call Sally Elliot for address details to submit your enquiry
form by post.



